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THE LEAGUE COUNCIL REBUKES HITLER 


HE much-discussed resolution condemning 

Germany’s unilateral repudiation of the mil- 
itary clauses of Versailles was adopted unani- 
mously by the League Council on April 16, with 
the sole abstention of Denmark. The resolution, 
while diplomatically worded, was unexpectedly 
strong in tone and was interpreted by the German 
press as another indication that the world is 
against Germany, which is once more being vic- 
timized by a new “war guilt lie.” 

The Council resolution reaffirmed the funda- 
mental principle of scrupulous respect for treaty 
obligations as an essential condition for the main- 
tenance of peace, and stated that such obligations 
can be modified only with the consent of all the 
contracting parties. After condemning German 
rearmament as a threat to peace and declaring it 
invalid—although already a fait accompli—the 
resolution reminded Germany that its action was 
inconsistent with the plan for freely negotiated 
European security initiated by the London com- 
muniqué of February 3. The Council, however, 
invited continuation of these negotiations. At the 
same time it appointed a committee to formulate 
economic and financial measures to be applied 
when a state, whether a member of the League or 
not, “endangers peace by unilateral repudiation 
of its international obligations.” Thus Geneva 
has condemned Germany by name for its past ac- 
tions and served notice that henceforth treaty vio- 
lators will probably not escape with a mere verbal 
rebuke. Meanwhile, the hope was expressed that 
a collective European security system will be es- 
tablished “within the framework of the League.” 

The unanimous vote on this resolution showed 
the extent to which fear of a powerful, rearmed 
Germany dominates the European scene. None 
of the so-called neutral states was willing to risk 
antagonizing Berlin by acting as rapporteur on 
the question of Germany’s treaty violation. As a 
result, the resolution was finally formulated and 





introduced by the three Stresa powers—Britain, 
France and Italy. In the final vote, however, not 
only the neutrals but even Poland, which ranks as 
Germany’s one friend, acted with the other pow- 
ers, although the Polish representative had previ- 
ously condemned the resolution. It is impossible 
to ascertain to what extent this change was due 
to French pressure. The Danish abstention, on 
the other hand, is to be explained by fear of pos- 
sible German retaliation in Schleswig-Holstein. 

Hitler replied to the Council’s rebuke on April 
20, his forty-sixth birthday, by a protest which, 
while heralded as a “stinging retort,” did not 
close the door to future negotiations. It challenged 
the Council’s right to set itself up as a judge of 
Germany and rejected the resolution as an “at- 
tempt at new discrimination” against the Reich 
but reserved the right to make known soon “the 
attitude it will adopt on various questions dealt 
with in the resolution.” Hitler is reported to be 
bitterly resentful against Britain for “deserting” 
him in Geneva, and Germany’s return to the 
League, which the Nazis had never contemplated 
with enthusiasm, is more problematic than ever. 
It seems doubtful also whether the Reich will 
participate in the Danubian conference to be held 
in Rome some time in June. 

While the powers were able to unite at Geneva 
in negative condemnation of the Third Reich, 
there are still fundamental differences of opinion 
regarding the positive steps which should be taken 
to pacify Europe. Britain and Italy have in- 
formed Berlin that they will respect their Locarno 
guarantee obligations and come to Germany’s as- 
sistance if she is the victim of aggression in the 
West. At the same time, they have warned Hit- 
ler that they will regard any violation of the de- 
militarized Rhineland zone as a breach of the 
Locarno treaty. Meanwhile, the Franco-Soviet 
mutual assistance agreement which was to have 
been initialed in Paris before Easter has struck 

















a serious snag, the French being unwilling to 
pledge automatic assistance to the U.S.S.R. in 
case the latter is attacked. A strong minority 
group in France opposes an alliance with the So- 
viet Union, but it seems probable that a satisfac- 
tory formula will eventually be found to cover the 
geographical and ideological difficulties inherent 
in cooperation between Paris and Moscow. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER 


Paraguay Defies the League 


While threatening Germany with economic and 
financial sanctions in case of any further unilat- 
eral repudiation of treaty engagements, the 
League of Nations has evaded its own obligation 
to apply sanctions in the Chaco war which is still 
raging in South America. Paraguay has definite- 
ly rejected the comprehensive peace plan formu- 
lated by the League Assembly on November 24, 
1934, and is now waging war against Bolivia in 
direct violation of the Covenant. Although Para- 
guay has thereby subjected itself theoretically to 
the military and economic penalties specified in 
Article XVI of the Covenant, only a half-hearted 
attempt has been made to punish this defiance of 
the League. Twenty-two countries have followed 
the recommendation of the Assembly’s Advisory 
Committee and lifted in favor of Bolivia the arms 
embargo previously put into effect against both 
countries. This action, however, has not proved 
a deterrent, because the states bordering on the 
two belligerents have refused to discriminate 
against Paraguay or apply the embargo to transit 
shipments and re-exports. A meeting of the Ad- 
visory Committee held at Geneva on March 11-15 
revealed a wide divergence of opinion on the ques- 
tion of applying Article XVI. Uruguay and Argen- 
tina, both neighbors of Paraguay, opposed sanc- 
tions, while Chile and Peru sought to postpone any 
decision. Since it was manifestly impossible to 
act without the cooperation of these South Amer- 
ican states, the Committee found refuge in a reso- 
lution calling a full session of the Assembly for 
May 20 “to consider the question of the subse- 
quent application of the Covenant.” 


Meanwhile, Chile and Argentina have once more 
been seeking a satisfactory peace formula. They 
are reportedly proposing that hostilities cease and 
that all the countries adjoining the belligerents 
guarantee the maintenance of peace until the fun- 
damental questions at issue are definitely settled. 
Both Paraguay and Bolivia have indicated will- 
ingness to negotiate on this basis, but Bolivia will 
probably insist that the other terms of the pro- 
posed peace settlement conform to the League 
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plan which Paraguay has declined to accept. Ac. 
cording to an announcement made on April 6 the 
United States has accepted “in principle” an in. 
vitation to collaborate in the peace efforts initiated 
by Argentina and Chile. Although Peru has also 
agreed to cooperate, Brazil has so far refused to 
join in the plan. 

Apart from the difficulty of securing united ac. 
tion on a peace proposal, the chief obstacle to the 
conclusion of the war is Paraguay’s present mil- 
itary superiority. Not only has the Paraguayan 
army conquered the entire Chaco, but it has 
even penetrated a considerable distance into Bo- 
livia proper. On April 16 Paraguayan troops 
captured the city of Charagua, the key to the rich 
agricultural and cattle-raising province of Santa 
Cruz, and they are now pressing forward in an 
effort to seize the entire province and separate it 
from Bolivia as an “independent” state. Peace 
seems unlikely so long as Paraguay remains con- 
vinced that it can achieve its objectives by mil- 


itary means. JOHN C. DEWILDE 
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